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INCOFISH WP Activity Report / 1* year April 2006

WP Number: 7 WP Name: Simple Indicators for Sustainable Fisheries

INCOFISH Workpackage 7 developed, publicized, and made public “fish rulers,” illustrating the
minimum sizes to be respected when purchasing fish in order to discourage the trade in juvenile
fish at the market. Physical fish rulers were developed in Germany, Peru, Senegal, and the
Philippines, and an online “Fish Ruler tool” was made available on the INCOFISH web portal.
Later, an “International Seafood Guide” was developed, and redesigned for a mobile phone
interface. The International Seafood Guide is a compilation of all available seafood advice,
brought to mobile phone using seafood lovers in one easy to use tool. Integrated into this tool is
also the “Fish Ruler tool” for species where the necessary size information is available. Also, there
are links back to the original sources of the seafood advice and FishBase, for more information on
the seafood species in question.

The fish ruler concept and products were great successes for WP7, sparking both applause and
controversy, both indications that people were indeed taking notice of the message we were
aiming to convey. The public, fish industry, and NGO conservationist communities were all
supportive and contributed to the success.
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