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WORKPACKAGE 2 SEARCH TOOL
The Workpackage 2 Search Tool is an easy to use, visual aid for investigating Shifting Baseline information. Science Researchers, Historians, Academics and Interested Casual Users can use it for any, or all, of the following purposes:

· To see what is available and useful for them in the Workpackage 2 Shifting Baselines Datasets

· To obtain quick and concise tables of information that they want, rather than long lists of data that they have to sort through themselves

· To access to accurate and verifiable datasets and data that comply with internationally recognised standards and formats (e.g. OBIS and DARWIN CORE)

· To generate GIS maps that indicate WHERE and WHEN fishing patterns have shifted TO and FROM
The Search Tool provides a resource that is customisable by the User and may be employed for the purposes that the User needs it. It provides simple, effective and quick access to scientifically and historically verifiable Shifting Baselines information.
The “Shifting Baselines” workpackage addresses the 'shifting baseline syndrome'. In essence, this problem has emerged as each generation of fisheries and environmental scientists has accepted existing stock size and species composition as the baseline against which temporal changes are measured. However, if stocks are progressively depleted, a shift in the baseline occurs over time. This results in an accommodation of the creeping disappearance of resource species, and the application of inappropriate reference points for the evaluation of economic losses due to overfishing, and the identification of targets for rehabilitation policies.
